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Police target human trafficking in Montana

UM student
dies in
motorcycle
crash near Lolo
Zeno Wicks
Montana Kaimin

Kelsey Wardwell/Montana Kaimin
Assistant U.S Attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice, Cyndee Peterson and the Children’s Justice Bureau Chief, Dana Toole answer questions
concerning human trafficking.The Q&A held in the UC ballroom is part of the 2014 Mansfield Conference titled “Human trafficking, Montana and the world.

Katheryn Houghton
Montana Kaimin
It has been nearly three
years since former University of Montana student Richard Carpita pleaded guilty to
pimping girls on Craiglist.
What started as a beer fund

turned into a human trafficking ring.
The Craiglist advertisement
read, “For a good time, call ... ”
Carpita has about 17 years
left to serve at Montana State
Prison for aggravated promotion of prostitution — defined
by Montana law as someone

who coerces another person
into prostitution or instigates
child prostitution.
Of the four young women
involved, three were under the
age of 18, including a 16-yearold runaway.
Carpita’s case shines light on
a truth many would not sus-

pect — human trafficking exists in Missoula.
“To think that your community is immune would be somewhat naïve,” said Special Agent
Carla Croft on Wednesday afternoon at the 2014 Mansfield
Conference on
See TRAFFICKING, page 8

A University of Montana
student was reported dead
Monday night after a motorcycle accident near Lolo,
Highway Patrol officials said.
Samuel Fitch, 22, was identified by the Missoula County
coroner early Tuesday morning as the driver of the motorcycle. His name was not
released until Wednesday afternoon, after the next of kin
had been contacted.
Fitch was traveling northbound on Highway 93 just
after 11 p.m. when he crossed
over the yellow line of the left
lane near mile marker 86, according to a media advisory
by Missoula County Sheriff’s
Public Information Officer
Paige Pavalone. Fitch entered
the median and struck a concrete barrier and steel sign
support on top of the barrier.
Investigating trooper Andrew Novak said Fitch was
thrown from the motorcycle,
breaking the steel support
beam. The motorcycle continued northbound before coming to a stop 1,223 feet away.
Montana Highway Patrol
is still investigating the accident.
zeno.wicks@umontana.edu

CAMPUS

ASUM encourages pot legalization, taxation by Mont. legislature
Peregrine Frissel
Montana Kaimin
The Associated Students
of the University of Montana passed a resolution at its
Wednesday night meeting encouraging the Montana Legislature to investigate ways to tax
and regulate the sale of cannabis in the state.

Volume CXVI Issue 93

The resolution also encouraged the state to draft a bill for
the lawful sale of marijuana
in the Legislature, or send the
issue to the voters of the state
of Montana for a ballot referendum in November 2016.
“I think this is very legitimate and a large portion of our
constituency would be in favor
of said policy,” said ASUM Sen-

ator Betsy Story. “Regardless of
your personal position on the
issue I think we should represent their opinion and vote in
favor of this bill.”
ASUM Business Manager Mike Hopkins said ASUM
should not only be strong in
what they believe in and encouraged people to vote as
such, but also stress the im-

portance of being conscious of
the opinion that will then be
bestowed upon Montana students.
Several ASUM senators said
the resolution would make students look less legitimate in
the eyes of the Montana Legislature, in a legislative session
likely dominated by Republicans.

U M ’s I n d e p e n d e n t C a m p u s N e w s p a p e r S i n c e 1 8 9 8

Sen. Ryan Hazen said the
University of Montana is already largely looked at as a
university of “dirty tree huggers.” Many of the sustainability-related resolutions ASUM
passed earlier in the year didn’t
go over well with Republicans
from eastern Montana, he said.
He said he doesn’t suspect
See MARIJUANA, page 3
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THE SPARK INSIDE
Flip flops and tetrads
By Lee Gordon
It was late at night, and I had a couple beers in me. After putting
down my enthralling computer programming book and watching
some Sons of Anarchy for much-needed escapism, wonder set in.
What would it look like? It was rare enough to spark my curiosity.
So I hopped in the car and started driving. Wearing flip-flops,
slacks and a zip-up sweatshirt like an ill-prepared yuppie, I headed out of town. I couldn't see it from town then, even though some
students tried climbing trees on campus to get a better view.
It didn't take long to get to Blue Mountain. A quick look up in
the sky revealed what I had come for: the Blood Moon. The first of
four, a tetrad. A vague biblical prophecy to some, a natural mathematical inevitability to others.
Enthused, I kept driving, intending to head to the observatory
on top. My plans took a quick turn into the ditch when I came to
a locked gate on the road. After blessing the Forest Service with
some colorful names, I found a place to gaze.
The full moon appeared more orange than red, surrounded by
twinkling stars, likely a couple planets and the ephemeral hazes
of a breezy, chilly night.
I lay alone on the back of my car, simply gazing. I was struck
by how such a relatively rare phenomenon could simultaneously
affix my wonder, and also be — honestly — a bit boring. Cue the
soapbox "We're desensitized by sensory overstimulation" lecture.
After a little while I was struck by the thought — "Have I looked
at it long enough now?" As my toes began to chill, I headed back
toward town.
But I hadn't had enough. A little ways down the dirt road I
stopped again for another view, this time from the interior of my
car, the moon-roof cracked open and heat cranked like a portable
sauna. Clouds had dimmed the Blood Moon prior, but now some
inky hazes floated between the crag and its minute observer.
Glowing red, the moon shimmered within and behind the blackness of the heavier clouds. A heart of darkness hung in the sky.
Pastor John Hagee is capitalizing on Blood Moons and societal
anxiety. In his new book "Four Blood Moons: Something is About
to Change," the publisher's summary mentions, "Every heavenly body is controlled by the unseen hand of God, which signals
coming events to humanity. There are no solar or lunar accidents."
OK ... yeah. Maybe. I could grant someone the belief that God
controls everything. For some it's Providence, for others it's Karma
and for others it's the luck of chance. I can respect all variations.
However, our tenacious grip on clearly outdated voodoo symbolisms should scare us. It frightens me that so many people in
our country are still relatively uneducated; that we still put such
strong, blind faith in mythically arcane explanations and justifications, while willfully ignoring the plain science and common
sense right underneath our noses.
Fear sells, my friends. Buy some logic instead.
lee.gordon@umontana.edu
@Vajra_Simhanada

The Montana Kaimin, in
its 116th year, is published
by the students of the
University of Montana, Missoula.
The UM School of Journalism
assumes no control over
policy or content.
The Montana Kaimin is
printed on campus by
Printing and Graphics.
Send letters to the editor to
editor@montanakaimin.com.
Editorials are discussed
and written by Kaimin editors.

f you haven’t noticed the little signs sticking up around
the perimeter of the Oval, it’s
National Student Employment
Week.
After seeing the signs, I
couldn’t help but think that several years down the road colleges around the nation could
be celebrating a different kind of
employee, which we now label
“student-athlete.”
What would that world look
like? Would college sports be
better for paying student athletes? Or worse?
Three weeks ago, the Chicago district of the National Labor
Relations Board ruled in favor of
Northwestern University football players being able to identify
themselves as employees of the
college and thus able to unionize.
The ruling is seen as a major
first step toward paying student-athletes. For the majority of
this year, I was on the teeter-totter for paying student-athletes.
On Sunday, after reading a
story called “The Bag Man” by
SBNation, which profiles SEC
superfans who give potential recruits cash so they’ll join the fan’s
favorite college football team,
I figured it was time for me to
speak out on where I stand.

Sports

Student, athlete, employee?
By Austin Schempp

College athletes should not be
employees.
Sure, it’s not right that schools
like Texas, which rakes in
multi-million dollar revenues,
capitalize on the talented players that make the school money. Then there is also the amateur restriction imposed by the
NCAA on those players, prohibiting them from receiving even
little benefits like meals.
But if student-athletes are labeled as employees of the university, there can only be more
inequality in the future.
Just look at the FCS vs. the
FBS. Montana has scaled back
its athletic department during a
time of budget cuts, relying on
donations and outside funds,
while a school like Oregon just
constructed a multi-million dollar weight facility.
If a school like Montana had
to pay its athletes, then how
could non-spectator sports like
tennis or track and field manage to stay alive? These sports
depend on revenue produced by
the football program.

There are so many unanswered questions about paying
student-athletes. How will pay
be regulated? Are some players
or sports worth more than others? Johnny Manziel certainly
brought in more money than all
of Texas A&M’s tennis players
combined.
This is not to say there aren’t student-athletes who need
money. There are many who
accept cash under the table for
food, their family or some other
worthy reason, and they should
get money, from the same overarching organization that is
supposed to support them: the
NCAA.
If the NCAA is truly focused
on academics first and foremost,
then how about an aid system
that goes beyond scholarships to
help student-athletes and their
families who are in need of money? Why can’t the organization
take some of the $913 million
in revenue last year to do what
it’s supposed to do, help student-athletes be successful?
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
@AustinSchempp
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MARIJUANA
From page 1
ASUM has much of a reputation to salvage, and the senators
should vote the way their constituency felt rather than worrying about their reputation to
others.

Other concerns arose that the
bill didn’t display appropriate
knowledge of the way that the
Montana Legislature worked.
After a little less than an hour on
the Senate floor, changes were
made to address those issues
and the bill passed soon afterwards.
The final vote came out with
11 in favor of the bill, eight
against and one abstention. Six
senators were absent from the
meeting.
“This is something the Democratic leadership across the
state is taking a hard look at,”
said Sen. Sam Thompson. “This
is sending, for lack of a better
word, a letter to Santa in hope of
a big green bag of goodies. Let’s
be a little more realistic with the
things we do.”
The controversial bill was authored by Sen. Eamon Ormseth
and sponsored by Sens. Foster,
Anita Green, and Eric Lillquist.
The Senate also voted in support of a resolution requesting
the administration take a second
look at budget cuts to the Mansfield Library at its Wednesday

3

meeting. The resolution encourages UM administrators to treat
the library more in line with the
instruction portions of the budget.
The library has recently been
asked to sustain an 8 percent cut
to their budget for the fiscal year
2015. They would like to be treated more like instruction at the
University which took only a 0.7
percent cut, said ASUM adviser
and Mansfield Librarian Megan
Stark.
They were also denied their
usual adjustment for inflation
that funds subscriptions to various academic journals, which
raise their prices each year, Stark
said. With the denial for inflation
adjustment the cuts they are sustaining resemble a figure closer
to 11 percent, she said.
ASUM also approved the final list for the ASUM elections
ballot at its meeting. The elections will take place on April 30
and May 1. Students will vote by
logging on to Cyberbear and following the instructions given.
peregrine.frissell@umontana.edu
@PeregrineFriss
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Former Grizzlies football player battles cancer

Andy Bixler

Montana Kaimin
This isn’t Cole Lockwood’s first
brush with death.
The 24-year-old former Grizzly
football player was hit by a speeding car the summer before his
senior year. He was dragged under the sedan and carried over 40
feet. He missed the entire season,
and doctors told him he probably
should have died.
Six broken vertebrae, five broken ribs and third-degree burns
took a long time to recover from,
but now, Lockwood is trying to
overcome something even worse:
cancer.
“I thought it was a dream, I
couldn’t believe it,” said Lockwood, whose mother is a cancer
survivor.
He was diagnosed April 3.
Lockwood had been having pains
for a few months and had a lump
on his stomach. He thought it was
a sports hernia.
But when he went in to get
the lump examined, the doctors
immediately knew it was much
more serious. Lockwood’s wife,
Alexa, was on her way to Portland
with some friends when he called
her. She turned around and came
home.
The next day, Lockwood went
back in for tests. Doctors diagnosed him with testicular cancer,
and it had spread.

A tumor the size of a cantaloupe sits just above his beltline on
the right side of his abdomen, and
another smaller one occupies his
chest.
Lockwood is recovering from
surgery to remove his right testicle, where the cancer started, and
started chemotherapy Wednesday. He’s taken a leave of absence
from his job at Office Solutions &
Services — where he started working in December — to battle the
disease.
Lockwood’s health insurance
doesn’t cover the entire cost of his
chemotherapy so his friend and
co-worker, Allison Huguet, decided to help.
Huget had seen crowdsourcing
websites like www.youcaring.com
designed to raise money for cancer
patients before. So she went online, set one up for Lockwood and
shared it on her Facebook page.
“I shared it and immediately it
just took off,” Huguet said. “Before
we knew it, the page had raised
$15,000, just like that.”
So far, the youcaring.com page
has raised $18,870. But that will
only cover some of the costs. Huguet said the treatment can cost
tens of thousands of dollars.
So she started planning benefit
events. There are two planned so
far for next weekend. One is being
put on with the help of the UM
baseball team, a tailgate party and
a silent auction at their triple-head-

Montana Kaimin Archive
Former Grizzly linebacker Cole Lockwood (33) stands in Washington-Grizzly Stadium during a practice in fall
2010. Lockwood was diagnosed with testicular cancer early this month.

er against Montana State Saturday
and Sunday at Ogren Park.
Huguet said local businesses
have donated money and goods to
the cause.
One of those businessmen is
Casey Smith, the owner of Straight
6 Archery.
Smith, 24, played football
with Lockwood at Sentinel High
School. When he heard the news,
Smith said he wanted to help in
any way he could.
“Cole’s one of those guys who

I’ve just known for basically my
entire life,” Smith said. “So my
first thought was, holy shit, he’s my
age. And my second thought was,
what do we need to do?”
Smith decided to get the band
together and have a party.
Smith is the lead singer of the
country band “406,” which is
headlining a show at the Sunrise
Saloon on Sunday to raise money.
“My archery business is just
starting up, so I don’t have the
money to just give, but I knew I

wanted to try and do something,
and this seemed like the least I
could do,” he said.
Lockwood said he has been
touched by the support he’s received from friends, family and
total strangers.
So far, the efforts have raised
just shy of their $20,000 goal, which
Lockwood says will go a long way
to helping with treatment.
“It’s meant more to me than I
could ever put into words,” he said.
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
@ambixler3
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GOLF

Sam Waldorf

Montana Kaimin
The Montana golf team began
doing “mirror work” during the
offseason and it is paying off.
First-year head coach Joni Stephens brought the training technique with her, and the team has
responded.
During mirror work, golfers
watch themselves swing in a mirror, fine tuning their form. Instead
of swinging at normal speed, golfers stretch their swing out for almost two minutes, focusing on every aspect of it.
“It gives us a better muscle memory of where we should be,” Tara
Green said. “When we're on the golf
course, we try to remember what it
felt like in the mirror room.”
Green, who was a second-team
All-Big Sky Conference selection
last season, said Stephens stresses
the importance of focusing on the
process, not the outcome.
“Shifting that focus has changed
my game a lot,” said Green, who
won the John Kirk Panther Intercollegiate tournament in Stockbridge,
Ga., on April 1. “We are able to see if
our swing is on point, and where it
needs to be.”
Green said putting their

thoughts aside and focusing on the
next shot will help the Griz when
they travel to Chandler, Ariz., on
April 20-22, to compete in this year's
BSC Championship.
The championship tournament
has been held in Chandler in past
years. Montana went down to practice on the course over spring break.
Green said she needs to get over
her fears from past experiences on
the golf course. In the past she has
had breakdowns on certain holes,
including hitting the ball over the
water on one of the par-3’s.
At Montana’s most recent meet
on April 8, the team placed sixth
at the Wyoming Cowgirl Classic
in Maricopa, Ariz., shooting a final-round of 294. The Griz, which
beat seven other BSC teams competing in the tournament, scored
the third-lowest total in the program’s history and had its best performance since September.
Green shot a 223. Freshman Barbora Bakova matched Green’s 223,
earning herself BSC Golfer of the
Week honors.
Lindsay Reeve, a senior from
Redmond, Ore., shot a final-round
of 73, a season low.
Reeve said defeating the other
BSC teams at the Cowgirl Classic
gives the team confidence going

into the championship.
“We’ve been working on the
right things,” Reeve said. “We have
all the skills, we just need to commit
to the shot.”
Before the Cowgirl Classic, the
Griz placed second out of 18 teams
at the John Kirk Panther Intercollegiate.
Green won the tournament,
while Bakova finished in eighth
place just five strokes behind Green.
Reeve said a lot of the team’s
success is because of two freshman
golfers: Bakova and Alexa Schendelman.
Shendelman placed fourth on
the team at the Cowgirl Classic, and
second at the John Kirk Panther Intercollegiate.
Even though indoor practicing
techniques, like mirror work, have
greatly improved the team's outcomes, the Montana weather can
be a big disadvantage for practicing
outdoors.
Reeve said sometimes the practice round before a tournament is
the first time the team has played
on grass in weeks.
“We need to think fearless,”
Reeve said. “We need to go out
there knowing we can win and play
a confident game.”
samuel.waldorf@umontana.edu
@Sam_Waldorf
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TRAFFICKING
From page 1
Human Trafficking, Montana
and the World.
As many as 800,000 people
are trafficked across international borders each year, Croft
said. In the United States,
some national estimates project 17,550 people are trafficked each year.
Croft said recent investigations have shown many people flock to Native American
reservations to avoid trafficking laws.
“Washington has begun to
look at certain areas where
it is Indian Country, such as
Montana, Minnesota and Arizona,” Croft said. “While not
forgotten, (these areas) have
not been in the forefront … we
are noticing that is something
we need to attack.”
Like the case of Carpita,
Croft said many minors are
sold from online sites. Another popular site, backpage.com,
offers an “adult escorts” tab
for cities across the world.
As of Wednesday night,
Missoula had 48 escort options to choose from on the
site. They had names like “Up
all night” and “You can’t miss
this,” which were followed by
dollar signs.

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility
for advertisements which are placed in
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use
their best judgement and investigate
fully any offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying
out any money.

ENTERTAINMENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes from
Missoula $45-65/night at Rock
Creek Cabins 251-6611.
HELP WANTED
Headed into government or
politics? Congress is a mess!
Want to help clean it up?
Visit www.samrankin.com and
volunteer to help. Or call Sam @

montanakaimin

Office Staff

In 2013 the Montana Legislature and State Attorney
General’s Office expanded local laws in attempt to prevent
and punish human trafficking, said Cyndee Peterson, an
Assistant U.S. Attorney.
This was in response to receiving reports of increased
prostitution in eastern Montana communities teeming
with people who have come
to find work in the Bakken oil
boom.
“There are things that we
know, which is pimps follow
money,” Peterson said. “That
is why the Bakken is such a
huge concern to us, because
that is where the money is
right now.”
Organized crime has the
reputation of being attached
to drug trafficking, but that is
a vanishing source of revenue.
There is less risk and more
profit in selling people, Peterson said, and a person can be
used over and over again.
The Montana Human Trafficking Task Force was established in 2012, five years after
the Department of Justice directed every United States
Attorney’s office to create a
task force to combat trafficking.
Peterson said the Task Force’s
focus is to train first respond-

kiosk

RATES
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

406-855-3013 for more details.
Compensation available.
Summer Jobs Silver Gate/
YNP/Beartooths. All positions.
Experience preferred, Not
Required. Log Cabin Café,
B&B. www.thelogcabincafe.
com/opportunity
Boy Scout Camp Staff Positions:
Melita Island on Flathead

Lake. Camp runs June-August
2014. Contact Julie at
flatrockround@gmail.com		
The marina at the Lodge at
Whitefish Lake is now accepting
job applications for the 2014
summer season. Please apply at
www.lodgeatwhitefishlake.com
Male Personal Care Attendant:
Physically strong male required

Tue-Fri. 2-2.5 hours per day
9.5 hours a week. $10 to $11/
hour Call Matt 721-1528 no
experience necessary
SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair.
Voted best of Missoula 2013.
Student discounts! 136 E
Broadway Computer Central
542-6540

ers and shelters in handling
people who have been trafficked.
Detective Guy Baker, a task
force officer, said he has tried
to change the mentality that
the people being trafficked
are the “bad guys.”
“The whole time I have
worked these cases I have
tried to get the message out
there that the girl is the victim
and she is going to be a very
good witness,” he said.
Instead, women who have
been coerced into selling
their bodies are often cited for
prostitution.
Whether for sex or for work,
human trafficking is often
an issue of “hiding in plain
sight,” he said. Education is
one way to stop the crime.
“This is not just a police
problem, but a community
problem,” Baker said. “We
need to get the message out
to both the University and the
Missoula community that this
is an issue, what it looks like
and that it’s happening at a
frequency that is greater than
most people realize.”
katheryn.houghton@umontana.edu
@UMHoughton

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week.
Prepayment is required. Ads may be
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 2435475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com
or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3
lines long and run for 3 days.

M&M Driving School private
driving lessons 317-3272
Cheap Charley's Mini Storage,
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full
month free with 3 months up
front. Option 2) 5% Griz Discount
off regular price with Free sign
up fee! Student discount for
truck rental. (406) 721-7277
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